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NYANDI PRISON REDEVELOPMENT 
Motion 

MS S.E. WALKER (Nedlands) [6.29 pm]:  I move - 

The motion standing in my name. 

Dr G.I. Gallop:  What is it?   

Ms S.E. WALKER:  Sorry, did someone speak to me?  The Premier wants to know what the motion is, so I will 
have to read it out!  

Mr A.D. McRae:  That’s the usual thing to do. 

Mr J.C. Kobelke:  That happens in Parliament.  You move a motion.  You’ve not been here very long, have you? 

Ms S.E. WALKER:  I thank the member for somewhere - I cannot remember - and I cannot remember the 
minister’s title either; I am sorry. 

We are debating this motion today because the Premier has abandoned his electorate, which is rapidly becoming 
the Bronx of Western Australia, according to residents.  They say it has the second highest crime rate in Western 
Australia.  Perhaps the Premier can talk about that aspect later.  Some of the Premier’s constituents who are 
senior citizens have sat in the Legislative Assembly for an hour and a half, and the Premier knew they were here.  
He knew this motion was coming on today.  I think he was sleeping in his room.  He came in with his hair 
looking slightly like he had been sleeping.  Members opposite meanwhile rambled on in debate so that the 
Premier would not speak for long when his constituents were present.  That is typical of the Premier, from what I 
saw of him at a public meeting in his electorate.  I place on record how despicable the Premier and other 
government members are in prolonging earlier debate when they knew elderly Victoria Park constituents from 
the Swan Village of Care home were in the Chamber in the heat.  Government members stand condemned yet 
again.  This motion is all about the honesty and integrity of the Premier. 

Point of Order 

Mr B.K. MASTERS:  Despite trying to hear the member for Nedlands, I cannot do so because of the 
interjections across the floor.  I suspect that the Hansard reporter is having trouble hearing as well. 

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr A.J. Dean):  The difficulty is that, as we all know, the member for Nedlands 
throws out the barbs, and then perhaps rightly receives them.  Given that half an hour of private members’ time 
is still available, if the member speaks to the motion, it will stop members to my right interjecting.  If members 
to my left keep the interjections down, the member for Nedlands will have plenty of time to speak, as will the 
Premier to respond. 

Debate Resumed 

Ms S.E. WALKER:  When I make comments in the Chamber relevant to the motion, I cannot be held 
accountable for members opposite interjecting all the time.  That is their responsibility, not mine.  I move - 

That this House condemns the Premier for his failure to be open and accountable to the people of his 
electorate, and his refusal to address his constituents’ concerns over the Nyandi prison redevelopment. 

This motion is about the honesty and integrity of the Premier.  Also, the Opposition is concerned about the 
philosophy and ideology of the Minister for Justice and the Premier, and the Gallop Government in general, to 
turn our communities into prisons.  The classic example is the crackpot scheme for the redevelopment of the 
Nyandi facility along the lines of the Canadian experiment at the Edmonton Women’s Prison. 

I now place on record the Liberal Party’ position on this matter.  First, the Liberal Party does not support the 
Government’s redevelopment plans.  Secondly, the coalition Government closed the site and opened Nyandi in 
1998 as a temporary overflow facility.  Our preference in government has always been for a 50-bed prison at 
Pyrton.  The Liberal Party recognises that it may need to continue with this sort of facility until an alternative site 
is found; however, we do not support the redevelopment proposed by the Premier in his electorate.  The Liberal 
Party intends to close Nyandi as soon as a replacement can be found. 

Mr A.D. McRae:  Will you table that paper? 

Ms S.E. WALKER:  It has been read into Hansard, and if the member could read, he could read it there. 

Point of Order 

Mr A.D. McRAE:  I ask that the paper be made available for the remainder of this day’s sitting. 
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Mr D.F. BARRON-SULLIVAN:  As government members usually remind us, personal notes do not have to be 
tabled.  As this is reported by Hansard, there is no such requirement for tabling.  As the member behind me 
pointed out succinctly, the member is not a minister, in any event. 

Mr J.C. KOBELKE:  I need to set the record straight because the comments of the Deputy Leader of the 
Opposition could mislead.  The member for Riverton did not state that it was an official document or ask for it to 
be tabled; a standing order relates to that procedure.  He simply asked whether the member was willing to lay the 
paper on the table.  No compunction or standing order covers that matter.  The member did not suggest that it 
was the case.  The member for Nedlands suggested there was some authority in the position she put, and the 
member for Riverton simply requested permission for it to be laid on the table.  She does not have to do so if she 
has something to hide. 

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr A.J. Dean):  I think the member indicated that she was not going to table the 
notes.  Is that correct? 

Ms S.E. WALKER:  Absolutely. 

Debate Resumed 

Ms S.E. WALKER:  I have said what I wanted to say in that regard, and it will be reported in Hansard. 

I now read the philosophy of this Government concerning the Nyandi prison site.  In a letter of 19 September 
2002, the Attorney General wrote to residents of the Swan Village of Care.  Let us not forget that this proposed 
redevelopment originally for a 150-bed prison is situated in the middle of a 1 200 resident aged care complex.  
That is why I call it a crackpot scheme. 

Dr G.I. Gallop:  It’s been there since 1965. 

Ms S.E. WALKER:  We will get to that, Premier.  The Attorney General wrote to the residents as follows -  

It is essential that, for the village-style model to succeed, the prison must be located in a metropolitan 
community.   

Why?  The letter continues - 

This allows the prisoners to prepare for their release by interacting with the community - to receive 
education at neighbouring facilities, have better access to more work-experience opportunities and for 
the community to provide services within the prison.  This also allows the prisoners to engage in a wide 
range of repatriation projects that directly benefit the local community. 

When we had a meeting, the Nyandi Action Group - 

Dr G.I. Gallop:  We? 

Ms S.E. WALKER:  The action group comprised the Premier’s constituents to whom he was so arrogant on that 
night.  They asked what benefit for the community the prison would present.  The Premier sat on the stage with 
his arms folded, and could not come up with an answer. 

Mrs C.L. Edwardes:  Like now? 

Ms S.E. WALKER:  Yes, like now.  I hope I never have a meeting in my electorate like the Premier had in his.  
Frankly, the Premier was an embarrassment and left his community feeling abandoned.  The only time I saw a 
smile on the Premier’s face was when the Attorney General rose to speak and was booed down.  The only time I 
saw the Attorney General look uneasy was when he was booed.  Before that, he was enjoying the Premier’s 
discomfort.  I do not know what is going on between the two members - I do not know about the different party 
factions. 

On a very serious note, I acknowledge Mr and Mrs Comstive in the public gallery.  They have felt very 
threatened by the village management and are prepared to speak out.  I have a letter from them.  They are 
concerned about the pressure being put on them concerning freedom of speech and their right to speak in the 
village about Nyandi.  I ask on behalf of Mr and Mrs Comstive whether the Premier will talk to them in his 
office - he is paid to be their elected representative - and to do what he can so they do not feel threatened.  I ask 
the Premier.  Mr and Mrs Comstive are in the Chamber because they feel frightened and threatened about their 
position.  Mr and Mrs Comstive rent a unit at the Swan Village of Care.  I will shortly read out the letter that was 
sent to them by the chief executive officer of the village and I hope the Premier will act on their behalf, as he 
should.  Will the Premier do that? 

Dr G.I. Gallop:  Do what? 

Ms S.E. WALKER:  Will the Premier speak to Mr and Mrs Comstive? 
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Dr G.I. Gallop:  I will have a look at the issues that you have raised.  However, it appears that those issues are 
about the management of the Swan Village of Care, not about the Government of Western Australia.   

Ms S.E. WALKER:  They are the Premier’s constituents. 

Mr M.J. Birney:  You are their local member; why don’t you meet with them? 

Dr G.I. Gallop:  They have not asked for a meeting.  If they ask for a meeting -  

Ms S.E. WALKER:  I am asking the Premier to meet them.  They have asked me on their behalf to ask the 
Premier for a meeting. 

Dr G.I. Gallop:  They have asked; okay, I will consider it. 

Ms S.E. WALKER:  Will the Premier see them? 

Dr G.I. Gallop:  I will consider it, yes. 

Ms S.E. WALKER:  The Premier will consider it!   

Several members interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr P.W. Andrews):  Members!  The member for Nedlands has the call. 

Ms S.E. WALKER:  Thank you, Mr Acting Speaker.  The Attorney General continues in his letter -  

For these reasons, the Government is totally committed to the prison site at Nyandi-Longmore.  The site 
has been used for custodial purposes since 1965 - and has always been set within an established, 
residential area. 

I will come back to that letter, because the Opposition will dispute a few points in it.  We will debate this matter 
again next week when I have invited 200 residents from the Premier’s electorate to Parliament House because of 
the filibustering by the Government to prevent this matter being debated. 

Mr J.C. Kobelke:  That is because you gave it third priority.  Stop misleading people. 

Ms S.E. WALKER:  We will bring it on at four o’clock.   

Mr J.C. Kobelke:  Will it be No 1 next week or No 3 again? 

Ms S.E. WALKER:  We will bring it on because of the Government’s despicable behaviour. 

I refer to a letter from the Premier to his constituents in which he had this to say about the Nyandi development 
in his electorate -  

In order to achieve this staged reintegration, it is critical that the facility be located in the metropolitan 
area.  It would simply not be . . . prudent to purchase additional land, when land is available on a site 
the Government has been using for similar purposes since the 1960s. 

I am confident this will not have a negative impact on the community.  After all, the real impact of this 
project, apart from improved appearance and use of the land, will be an extra 20 prisoners on the site.   

At that stage there were 50 prisoners on the site and the Premier was suggesting that there would be only an extra 
20 prisoners, making 70 in total.  He was challenged that there would be 150 prisoners.  Dr Gallop said that it 
was never planned to have 150 beds at that facility. 

I refer to a question on notice from the member for Churchlands to the Minister for Justice and Legal Affairs on 
Tuesday, 9 April 2002.  The Premier might recall when the Government did a back-flip and withdrew its plans 
for a 150-bed prison.  The Premier said that there had never been any such plans.  The question on notice from 
Dr Constable reads, in part -  

With reference to the answer to question on notice . . . why has the Government decided to expand 
Nyandi Prison to accommodate 150 women . . .  

The answer from the Minister for Justice and Legal Affairs reads, in part -  

The provision of accommodation on the site will be staged, at the completion of all stages the prison is 
expected to house 150 women. 

That was in April 2002. 

Mrs C.L. Edwardes:  Last year. 

Ms S.E. WALKER:  That is right. 
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Mrs C.L. Edwardes:  Less than a year ago. 

Ms S.E. WALKER:  That is right.  The transcript from the government media monitoring unit of an interview 
aired on 720 ABC Perth news on 14 February this year reads -  

The Opposition claims the Premier has been caught out lying to his Victoria Park electorate about the 
Government’s intention for Nyandi women’s prison. 

Opposition spokeswoman Sue Walker made the claim, after Geoff Gallop agreed to remove stage two 
from any future plans for Nyandi. 

Withdrawal of Remark 

Mr M. McGOWAN:  The member for Nedlands just accused the Premier of lying.  Just because she read from a 
transcript in which she quoted herself as having said that does not excuse the fact that accusing a member of this 
place of lying is unparliamentary.  

The ACTING SPEAKER:  The member for Nedlands should withdraw that remark. 

Ms S.E. WALKER:  I withdraw, Mr Acting Speaker. 

Debate Resumed 

Ms S.E. WALKER:  The transcript reads -  

The Opposition claims the Premier has been caught out . . . to his Victoria Park electorate about the 
Government’s intentions for Nyandi women’s prison. 

Opposition spokeswoman Sue Walker made the claim, after Geoff Gallop agreed to remove stage two 
from any future plans for Nyandi. 

The removal of stage two rules out any possibility prison capacity will increase to 150 inmates. 

Under current redevelopment plans, bed capacity is increasing from 50 to 70  . . . . 

The Premier, Geoff Gallop, says he’s been honest with his electorate throughout the debate, because the 
Government never had any plans to house 150 prisoners at Nyandi. 

Is that not strange?  On Valentine’s Day this year the Premier said that.  However, in April last year, in response 
to a question on notice from the member for Churchlands, the Minister for Justice and Legal Affairs said that 
there were plans for a 150-bed development.   

Mr C.J. Barnett:  Who was right and who was fibbing? 

Ms S.E. WALKER:  I do not know.   

I will go quickly to the background of Nyandi Prison.  It is true that there was a need for a 50-bed minimum-
security prison.  That matter was addressed by Hon Peter Foss in studies that the former Ministry of Justice 
undertook with an independent consultant.  Both the ministry and the consultant found that Pyrton was the 
preferred site.  In 1996 the then Department of Corrective Services said that the land was no longer appropriate 
for use as a prison.  It recommended that the land be sold and redeveloped as housing.  In 1997 Nyandi Prison 
was closed.  In 1998 Longmore Training Complex was closed.  In December 1998 Nyandi reopened as a 
temporary facility for minimum-security female prisoners due to overcrowding at Bandyup Women’s Prison.  
During that period - I continually say this in the House - very little publicity was given to the fact that the 
coalition Government was building a new, state-of-the-art women’s facility at Bandyup.  That has been 
completed.  The old part of the prison is now being remodelled, which is the reason women prisoners are still at 
Nyandi and Nyandi was opened as a temporary facility.  At the time, the then Ministry of Justice wrote to the 
residents of Swan Village of Care saying that Nyandi would be a temporary facility. 

Mr C.J. Barnett:  The residents accepted that. 

Ms S.E. WALKER:  They did.  The residents acknowledged that the facility would be there for a short period 
and that it was just a temporary measure. 

In June 1999 the Western Australian Planning Commission rejected an application to develop the prison at 
Pyrton due to native title issues.  The now Minister for Tourism, Hon Clive Brown, who was then in opposition, 
suggested that the prison go alongside Bandyup.  That sounded like a good idea.  However, at the time, one of 
the main protagonists against the site was the now Premier, the member for Victoria Park.  The problem was 
being worked through by the previous coalition Government at the time of the 2001 election.  From 11 to 20 
August 2001 the then Minister for Justice travelled to Canada to investigate penal options, and on 29 August 
2001 residents were notified of the plan to expand Nyandi.  A real beef that these residents have is that they were 
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just notified that Nyandi would be redeveloped and were asked to give the Government a hand with the way it 
should be done.  They were not asked whether there should be a redevelopment of the site.  The residents are 
totally opposed to the development at Nyandi. 

Dr G.I. Gallop:  Some people are not. 

Ms S.E. WALKER:  No, a lot of people are opposed to it.  Did the Premier not get the message at the public 
meeting?  He did not get the message, because I saw his arrogance there.   

Mrs C.L. Edwardes:  How many are some? 

Dr G.I. Gallop:  I will read the figures from the petitions later. 

Ms S.E. WALKER:  The Premier got a petition and he wrote to all the people named on that petition.  

Dr G.I. Gallop:  A lot of letters came back, too.   

Ms S.E. WALKER:  That is right.  The Premier did not tell them the truth.  He said that there would be only 20 
extra beds when there would be 150.  Then he had the hide to say that there was never such a plan.  

Dr G.I. Gallop:  That is not true.   

Ms S.E. WALKER:  Someone is fibbing.  In 1998 the then Ministry of Justice wrote to the Swan Village of Care 
stating -  

Dear Neighbour  

The Ministry of Justice will shortly be reopening the Nyandi facility in Allen Court, Bentley, as an 
emergency facility for minimum-security female prisoners.   

An article in The West Australian outlined the plan to expand Nyandi Prison, indicating that it would be styled 
on an open-type facility, and I will come to that shortly.   

In March 2002 a community advisory committee was formed, and in November 2002 the Town of Victoria Park 
rejected the application 9-0.  On 20 December 2002 the Western Australian Planning Commission approved the 
project.  As I have said, the prison philosophy - I have described it as a crackpot scheme - is based on the 
Edmonton Institution for Women.  It was stated in The West Australian on 15 July 2002 that it was village-style 
living with shared houses, a playground and a streetscape-style design.   

Dr G.I. Gallop:  Peter Foss supports the philosophy.   

Ms S.E. WALKER:  I presume the Premier is talking about Hon Peter Foss.  He built the state-of-the-art 
Bandyup Women’s Prison, which exists today.  This Government has not had the courage to tell the people of 
Western Australia what the coalition Government did for women prisoners in Western Australia.  The Premier 
was despicable in opposition when he used the tactic in relation to the location of Pyrton prison.  The Labor 
Government, as I have said, intends to locate the prison on the former Nyandi and Longmore detention centre 
sites.   

Several members interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr P.W. Andrews):  The conversations that are occurring across the Chamber do not 
allow the member for Nedlands’ voice to be heard, and I wish to listen to her.   

Ms S.E. WALKER:  That site is in close proximity to a dense residential area, the Swan Village of Care, 
Rowethorpe (Uniting Church Homes) and Curtin University of Technology.  A couple of hundred senior citizens 
attended the public meeting held in the Returned and Services League hall.  It takes a lot for residents to come 
out in force like that.  They feel very strongly about this issue.  Other people who attended had homes, were 
young -  

Dr G.I. Gallop interjected.   

Ms S.E. WALKER:  From the way the Premier behaved that night, I do not think he even has the right to talk 
about his electorate.  He was a total disgrace!  It was not a Liberal Party do.  The Premier did not have the guts to 
acknowledge that the meeting was called by his residents, not the Liberal Party.  The residents came to us in 
desperation because they could not get a response.   

Several members interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER:  Members!  If there continues to be cross-Chamber accusations, I will call members to 
order by the name of their seats.   
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Mr C.J. Barnett interjected.   

The ACTING SPEAKER:  I call the Leader of the Opposition to order for the second time.   

Ms S.E. WALKER:  The people who attended the meeting that night were quite distressed because their local 
member was not listening.  I am not making this up, because it is on camera; it was quite astonishing to see.  He 
sat there defiant and arrogant.  When I think about it, I can see why.  He has become Premier.  He knows that he 
has made it to the top and does not have to care about his residents any more, and he does not care about his 
residents.  That is why his residents are complaining that their area has the second highest crime rate in Western 
Australia.  That area has a high crime rate because the Premier’s electorate is operating on the broken windows 
theory.  That theory is based on the premise that if a broken window is not mended, people will think that 
nobody cares and more windows will be broken.  I have been told by residents that there is a lot of soft crime in 
the area; that is, people spit on them, throw bottles and that sort of thing.  That is what happens when nobody 
cares.  It is quite clear from the way the Premier is sitting in this Chamber now, with his arms folded across his 
chest defiantly, as he did on the night of the meeting, that he thinks his electorate is beneath his contempt.  The 
fact is that we are all paid to serve our electorates, and he is not serving his.  The residents in the Premier’s 
electorate feel very abandoned.   

In the 1997 report commissioned by Hon Peter Foss, the ranking of the preferred sites for a 50-bed facility was 
as follows: Pyrton was first, Nyandi was second and Longmore was seventh.  The report found concerns with the 
proposed site included community resistance, the closure of community services at the facility, close proximity 
to a major road and a risk of contraband flow.  Other locations that were ranked as more suitable included 
Bandyup Women’s Prison, the airport and Riverbank Prison.  The town planning and urban design inquiry 
contracted by the Town of Victoria Park found that a prison was not the best use of the Nyandi and Longmore 
sites.  Both the Premier, in a letter to residents on 21 October 2002, and the Attorney General claimed that 
Nyandi Prison would be expanded to house only a maximum of 70 female minimum-security prisoners.  I will 
have something to say next week about how this Government is going behind closed doors and is reassessing the 
grading of prisoners in the prison system, and how that is contributing to turning our communities into prisons 
by releasing serious offenders earlier than they should be released.  I will give the evidence of that to this 
Chamber and I will provide a couple of cases.  The residents found out about the 150-bed proposal when 
Christine Ginbey, the project manager - 

Dr G.I. Gallop:  They were told about it.   

Ms S.E. WALKER:  They were not told by the Premier.  He told them that there would be only 20 more beds.  
He was not truthful.  He was found out.  He was covering up, just like he did with the Lewandowski affidavit.  
Christine Ginbey, the project manager at the Department of Justice, told the community advisory committee 
meeting on 18 March 2002 that the new facility would hold 70 prisoners at the completion of stage 1.  They were 
lucky to get the minutes.  They found that out and then they went fishing.  They did not get a straight answer 
about that on the night of the public meeting.   

Dr G.I. Gallop:  Yes, they did; they got a very straight answer  

Ms S.E. WALKER:  They did not get a straight answer.   

Last month I did some research on the number of women prisoners in Western Australia, and at that stage there 
were about 200.  Bandyup Prison had 113, Broome Regional Prison had six, Greenough Regional Prison had 31, 
Roebourne Regional Prison had 10 and Nyandi Prison had 40.  It is estimated that the prisoners at Greenough 
will be moved to Bandyup following the completion of the new compound upgrade.  Bandyup will have the 
capacity for 157 prisoners - 141 general and a 16-bed overflow - once the current upgrades are completed.  That 
leads to the question: why do we need to develop this new site in a highly residential area in which there are 
vulnerable people?  Why does the Government and the Premier want these prisoners to interact with that 
community?  I ask members: are the communities acting as prisons?  That is the responsibility of the Department 
of Justice and the Government.  When people are given a custodial term of imprisonment, the public has a right 
to expect that they will serve their custodial term in a prison - not that they will be engaged in the community, 
which will be expected to take the responsibility for rehabilitation.  That is exactly what is happening here.  That 
is the crux of the matter.   

We have asked why another 150 beds are needed at Nyandi.  I have asked why there needs to be a 
redevelopment of Nyandi at all.  If there is to be a 141-bed capacity with a 16-bed overflow at Bandyup - as we 
have been told, the prisons are being emptied and everyone is teeming out of the prisons back into the 
community - we will only ever have a maximum of 200 women prisoners in Western Australia.  It stands to 
reason that some of those will be in the regional areas and they will stay there.  Maybe we will have 10 or 15 
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extra prisoners.  We have no need for a 70-bed, let alone a 150-bed, prison at Nyandi Prison unless it will be 
used in the long term, as we believe, to house male prisoners.   

Next week I will explain how assessments are conducted into categorising the safety risks of prisoners.  The 
Edmonton Institute for Women, on which this prison is supposed to be based, currently houses medium and 
minimum-security prisoners.  In addition, Canada is currently undergoing a review of prisoner security 
classifications.  The view in Canada is that only seriously violent or predatory residents should be classified as 
maximum-security prisoners and therefore be excluded from the community living regime.  

Debate interupted, pursuant to standing orders. 
 


